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Amendments to the Claims : 
This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended) An applianc e housing, in particular an electrical appliance 
housing, with comprising: 

a hard plastic housing body (2) mad e from hard plastic, in which provision is mad e for an 
defining a mechanism-activation aperture ( 4 ) to actuate a switch or the lik e in th e interior of th e 
housing body (2) , ; 

said ap e rture (4) b e ing s e aled by m e ans of a soft plastic membrane (9) of soft plastic, 
configured to seal the aperture: 

a hard plastic base bonded to the membrane: and 

and fiirth e r provision is mad e for an actuating button (121 on or in associated with the 
membran e (0) for actuating th e switch , charact e riz e d in that wherein the actuating button (44) is 
fastened to a the hard plastic base (6) of hard plastics material that is bond e d to th e mat e rial of 
the m e mbran e (9) . 

2. (Currently Amended) The electrical appliance housing according to th e pr e c e ding of 
claim 1^ wherein the base (6) is conn e cted by m e ans of at least one elastic bar ^secures the base 
to the housing bod y (2), b e ing in particular mold e d int e grally with th e housing body (2) . 



3. (Currently Amended) The electrical appliance housing according to any on e of the 
pr e ceding claims of claim K wherein the base (6) is construct e d free of through-holes and/or ii 
not p e n e trat e d by th e actuating button (12) . 
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4. (Currently Amended) The electrical appliance housing according to any on e of th e 
pr e c e ding claims of claim 1, wherein on an e nd fac e of the bas e (6) facing th e out e r s id e (1 1) of 
th e applianc e housing provision is mad e in the membrane {9)-feF-defines a recess-(2i), with at 
least an outer side of the base (6) pref e rably penetrating the membrane (9) from its out e r side 

f 1 lUo its inn e r side (7) t hrough the recess , 

5. (Currently Amended) The electrical appliance housing according to any on e of th e 
pr e c e ding claims of claim 2. wherein the at least one elastic bar (§) lies on an inner side (7) of 
the membrane-(9), 

6. (Currently Amended) The electrical appliance housing according to any one of th e 
prec e ding claims of claim 1, wherein the actuating button protrudes beyond the membrane 
(9) towards the housing m outer side ^444 -of the electrical appliance housing . 

7. (Currently Amended) The electrical appliance housing according to any on e of th e 
pr e c e ding claims of claim 1 . wherein the actuating button and the base (6) are joined 
together. 

8. (Currently Amended) The electrical appliance housing according to any on e of th e 
pr e c e ding claims of claim 1, wherein the base (6) has defines a blind-end bore (19) r e c e iving 
configured to receive a shaft - shap e d neck (4^ of the actuating button (12), said n e ck (17) having 
pref e rably at l e ast on e radial rib (18) and/or at l e ast one b e ad (22) . 

9. (Currently Amended) The electrical appliance housing according to any on e of th e 
pr e ceding claims of claim 7, wherein the actuating button (4-2) exhibits material homogeneity 
with the base-(6) ^and the actuating button is integrally molded onto the base in on e int e gral 
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10. (Currently Amended) The electrical appliance housing according to any on e of th e 
pr e c e ding claims of claim U wherein the membrane (9) has comprises an edge section that 
encloses the base {6) and projects beyond the base (6) towards the an outer side (44) of the 
electrical appliance housin g and which abuts with a pr e cis e fit or with a pr e ss fit against an e dg e 
s e ction of th e actuating button (12) . 

11. (Currently Amended) The electrical appliance housing according to th e pr e c e ding 
elaiH H)f claim 10, wherein the edge section of the membrane (9) forms comprises an annular 
e l e vation (10) projection, the annular projection which with it s comprising an end face e ngag e s 
configured to engage an underside of the actuating button-ft2). 

12. (Currently Amended) The electrical appliance housing according to any on e of th e 
pr e c e ding claims of claim 10, wherein the edge section of the membrane forms a boundary for a 
recess (2i) that axiallv adjoins the base (6) axially and into which is configured to receive a 
section of the actuating button (12) is ins e rted, said rec e ss (21) and said section of the actuating 
button (12) being pr e f e rably shap e d in a conical configuration and/or said r e c e ss (21) having a 
small e r con e angl e than th e cooperating s e ction of the actuating button (12) . 

13. (Currently Amended) The electrical appliance housing according to any on e of the 
pr e c e ding claims of claim 1, wherein the base (6) has comprises on the inn e r sid e (7) a radial 
proj ection extending toward its inner side portio n , pref e rably a circumf e rential should e r ( 8 ) . 

14. (Currently Amended) The electrical appliance housing according to any one of th e 
pr e c e ding claims of claim 1 , wherein the housing body (2) is mad e of hard plastics material 
which is bonded to th e soft plastics mat e rial of the membran e (9), in particular injection mold e d 
by the two component inj e ction molding method . 
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15. (Currently Amended) The electrical appliance housing according to any on e of th e 
preceding claims of claim L wherein at least one protrading membrane support member (2^ is 
fastened , pr e f e rably int e grally molded ontoj o the base (6) and/or th e at l e ast on e e la s tic bar (5) . 

16. (Currently Amended) The electrical appHance housing according to any on e of th e 
pr e c e ding claims of claim 2, wherein said the at least one elastic b ar (§) is shaped in an arcuate 
or undulating configuration. 

17. (New) The electrical appliance housing of claim 1, wherein the base is fi-ee fi-om 
penetration by the actuating button. 

18. (New) The electrical appliance housing of claim 1, wherein the actuating button is 
positioned on the membrane. 

19. (New) The electrical appliance housing of claim 1, wherein the actuating button is 
positioned in the membrane. 

20. (New) The electrical appliance housing of claim 2, wherein the at least one elastic 
bar is integrally molded with the housing body. 

21. (New) The electrical appliance housing of claim 2, wherein at least one protruding 
membrane support member is fastened to the at least one elastic bar. 

22. (New) The electrical appliance housing of claim 8, wherein the neck comprises at 
least one radial rib. 

23. (New) The electrical appliance housing of claim 8, wherein the neck comprises at 
least one radial bead. 
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24. (New) The electrical appliance housing of claim 10, wherein the edge section of the 
membrane abuts against an edge section of the actuating button with a press-fit. 

25. (New) The electrical appliance housing of claim 12, wherein the recess and the 
section of the actuating button are shaped in a conical configuration. 

26. (New) The electrical appliance housing of claim 25, wherein the recess has a cone 
angle that is smaller than a cone angle of a cooperating section of the actuating button. 

27. (New) The electrical appliance housing of claim 13, wherein the radial projection 
comprises a circumferential shoulder. 

28. (New) The electrical appliance housing of claim 14, wherein the housing body and 
the membrane are injection molded using a two-component injection-molding method. 

29. (New) An electrical appliance housing, comprising: 
a housing body defining a switch-activation aperture; 

a rigid base positioned within the switch-activation aperture; 

a flexible membrane extending across the aperture and cooperating with the housing body 
and the base to seal the aperture in a substantially liquid-tight manner, with the base exposed on 
an inner side of the membrane; and 

a manually manipulable actuating button secured to the base and exposed on an outer side 
of the membrane, such that manual manipulation of the button resiliently flexes the membrane 
and moves the base. 



